THE IDENTITY OF ALOE CRASSIPES Bak. 
By G. W. REYNOLDs. 
(With Plates V and VI.) 


Aloe crassipes was described by Baker in Journ. Linn. Soc. 18: 162 
(1880) from ‘Tropical Central Africa, between Suakin and Berber, 
Schweinfurth 3765”. 

In his second publication (Fl. Trop. Afr. T: 468 (1895)) Baker gives 
“Nubia, between Suakin and Berber, at Kishi”. This same information 
is repeated in F. W. Andrews, The Flowering Plants of the Sudan 3: 261 
(1956). 

When I was in the north-eastern Sudan investigating the Aloes in 
1956, I searched maps and made exhaustive enquiries for a place named 
Kishi, stated to be between Suakin (south of Port Sudan, on the Red 
Sea) and Berber which is north of Atbara on the Nile—but without 
success. 

Subsequently, Mr. E. Milne-Redhead informed me that someone at 
Berlin had written the locality Kishi on the wrong printed label, but 
luckily there was a date—22nd May, 1870—on the label. 

Milne-Redhead checked this date in Schweinfurth’s book The Heart 
of Africa (London, 1873), a task simplified by N. E. Brown having made 
an index by dates. 

In vol. 2, p. 203, Schweinfurth refers to “a brook fifteen feet in width 
called the Kishy,” which “speeds swiftly along over the level steppe in 
the Babuckur country, and after receiving the Bodumoh, contributes 
materially to the volume of the Sway, which in that region has already 
assumed the dimensions of a considerable river”. 

Schweinfurth refers to a little spring beyond the “Kishy” called 
“Nambia, that went rippling between the bare gneiss flats’. He continues, 
“Hidden deep amongst the Jong thick grass I here found an aloe, of which — 
the blossoms were of a greenish cast; it was a plant that except to an eye 
keenly looking for botanical rarities would have been overlooked entirely”. 

Milne-Redhead has investigated Schweinfurth’s localities and states, 
“The Kisi is a tributary of the Hu, itself a tributary of the Sue and runs 
from 4° 28’ N., 28° 49’ E. (about 11 miles due west of Mt. Bangenze) to 
a point 4° 50’ N., 28° 32’ E. Schweinfurth evidently did not realise that 
the Kisi joined the Hu before running into the Sue. It seems he may 
have crossed the Kisi going eastwards somewhere near where the Yambio- 
Juba road now appears to cross it, at 4° 43’ N., 28° 37’ E.” 
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In 1954 I had travelled along the Yambio-Juba road en route to Mt. 
Bangenze (where I found A. schweinfurthii Bak.), and it is maddening 
to realise that, because of a wrong label having been used, I never knew 
I was in the very area where Schweinfurth had found A. crassipes. 

The type locality of A. crassipes, therefore, appears to be about 
30 miles W.N.W. of Mt. Bangenze, Equatoria Province, in the south- 
western corner of the Sudan Republic. 

On 17th May 1937, J. G. Myers collected A. crassipes “between Mts. 
Bangenze and Duanvuru, on rock outcrops in grass-woodland, flowers 
stone coloured”. Mt. Duanvuru is about 3 miles N. of Mt. Bangenze. 
Myers 6657 is an excellent specimen at Kew. 

Plants of A. crassipes were found by Mr. Milne-Redhead in October 
1937 (not flowering then) on a grassy slope above Kalenda Dambo, just 
west of Matonchi Farm, which is about 8 miles east of the Angola border, 
30 miles west of Mwinilunga (over 300 miles west of Chingola in the Copper 
Belt) in the North-Western Province of Northern Rhodesia. 

Three plants, in sterile condition, were sent by Milne-Redhead (under 
his No. 2644) to the late Mr. Basil Christian, and these subsequently 
flowered at Ewanrigg near Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, but the in- 
florescences were damaged by pests. 

On 23rd January 1938, Milne-Redhead collected plants from the same 
locality, in flower, and made specimens under his No. 2644A. “The 
flowers of my plant were a dull yellowish green with greenish nerves 
towards the base and dull purplish nerves towards the apex; the leaves 
were rather glaucous-green and unspotted. It was definitely an incon- 
spicuous plant as Aloes go, when growing in grass”. 

In June 1959 I specially visited Kalenda Dambo just west of Matonchi, 
to investigate this species. I collected a plant (not flowering) which I 
then thought belonged to A. christianii, but when this plant flowered in 
Bryanston, Johannesburg, in January 1960, it proved to be A. crassipes 
—the same species that had previously been collected by Milne-Redhead 
in January 1938. This plant flowered again in March. 

A. crassipes is an inconspicuous plant growing in grassland, and pro- 
duces a 4—6-branched inflorescence that is only about 50—60 em. in 
height. The flowers are dull yellowish-green, with the genitals not or 
very shortly exserted. 

In general habit of growth, rosettes and leaves (and when not flower- 
ing), A. crassipes closely resembles A. christianii Reynolds (found in the 
Rhodesias, Nyasaland, Tanganyika Territory and the south-eastern parts 
of the Congo) and A. guerrai Reynolds (Angola). 

A. christianii differs in having a more branched inflorescence 2 m. 
and more high, while A. guerrai has a divaricately branched inflorescence 
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about 1 m. high, with oblique racemes and secund flowers. North of 
the Equator A. crassipes flowers in May, and south of it in January. 
The leaf of the holotype of A. crassipes is probably a small immature 
inner one only 2 cm. broad, whereas in adult plants the outer leaves are 
30—40 em. long and 7 cm. broad. 
The species can now be more fully described, and figured. 


Aloe crassipes Bak. in Journ. Linn. Soc. 18: 162 (1880), in Th. Dyer 
Fl. Trop. Afr. 7: 468 (1895); Durand et Schinz Consp. Fl. Afr. 5: 305 
(1893); Berger in Engler Pflanzenr Liliac.-Aloin. 240 (1908). 


Description: Plant succulent, acaulous or very shortly caulescent. 

Leaves ec. 20—24, densely rosulate, spreading, about 40 cm. long, 
7 cm. broad at base, gradually narrowing to the apex; upper surface dull 
glaucous-green, unspotted, flat low down, very slightly canaliculate 
upwards; lower surface slightly convex, glaucous-green, unspotted; margins 
armed with firm brown-tipped deltoid teeth that are 5 mm. long, 15 mm. 
apart at middle of leaf. 

Inflorescence branched, 50—60 cm. high. 

Peduncle basally plano-convex and 12 mm. broad, green, about 
5-branched from below the middle. 

Racemes rather densely flowered, ecylindric-conic, the terminal 17 cm. 
long (lengthening to 25 em.), 8 em. diam. the lateral a little shorter. 

Bracts narrowly deltoid-acute, 10 mm. long, 4 mm. broad, thin 
scarious, 5-nerved. 

Pedicels the lowest 14 mm. long. 

Perianth dull yellowish green, cylindric-trigonous, 38 mm. long, flat 
at base, cylindric and 10 mm. diam. across the ovary, very slightly 
narrowed above the ovary, thence trigonously very slightly enlarging 
upwards, and slightly compressed laterally in upper half; outer segments 
free for 13 mm., 5-nerved, the nerves dull green from base turning 
brownish to purplish brown in apical 10 mm., the apices subacute, 
slightly spreading; inner segments themselves free but dorsally adnate to — 
the outer for 20 mm., with broad marginal border and a brownish keel, 
the apices more obtuse and more spreading than the outer. 

Filaments the 3 inner narrower and lengthening before the 3 outer, 
with their anthers in turn exserted 0—1 mm. 

Stigma at length exserted 1—2 mm. 

Ovary green, 7 mm. long, 4 mm. diam. 


Sudan Republic: Equatorial Prov., near the Kisi River about 10 miles 
west of Mt. Bangenze, fl. 22 May 1870, Schweinfurth 3765, holotype 
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(K); between Mts. Bangenze and Duanvuru, on rock outcrops in grass- 
woodland, flowers stone coloured, 17 May 1937, Myers 6657 (K). 

Northern Rhodesia: North-Western Prov., on slopes of Kalenda 
Dambo, 4 mile west of Matonchi Farm, fl. 23 Jan. 1938, Milne-Redhead 
2644A (K); 4 mile west of Matonchi (30 miles west of Mwinilunga), 
c. 11° 40’ S., 23° 58’ E., c. 4,200 ft., cult. Bryanston, Johannesburg, 
fl. 30 Jan. 1960, Reynolds 9174 (PRE), same plant fl. again 30 March 
1960, Reynolds 9174A (K). 
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Prare V. Aloe crassipes Bak. 


Plant ex Matonchi, 30 miles west of Mwinilunga, Northern Rhodesia, flowering 
in Bryanston, Johannesburg, 30 January 1960. Height 65 cm. 
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Prare VI. Aloe crassipes Bak. 


Flowers 1/1, from bud to post-pollination stage. 


